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5Cs for Energy Efficiency 

 
The cornerstone of a viable Energy Policy for Europ e 

 
In the view of the members of the Energy Efficiency Industrial Forum (EEIF), 
Europe is not on track to meet its 2020 energy savings target. This is despite 
the fact that cost-effective and marketable energy efficiency technologies exist 
today. Effective and innovative policies are vital to achieving this aim. 
 
We urge the European Commission to focus on the following five key factors, 
the “5 Cs”,  as essential tools to realise the 20/20/20 targets through a strong, 
coherent and clearly communicated policy on energy efficiency. The following 
high-level proposals aim to maximise the effectiveness of the Commission’s 
current portfolio of energy efficiency policies, while moving to close the gap to 
2020.   
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Conviction  
The creation of a sound legislative environment to promote Energy 
Efficiency requires leadership at the highest political level. It also 
requires sufficient Commission resources (i.e., manpower and 
expertise). 
 

Cash 
Financing is the tool to enable and accelerate the transition to an 
energy-efficient economy and to foster a change of behaviour in 
citizens. 
 

Compliance 
This is a key aspect to provide a level economic playing field and to 
ensure the effective implementation of existing policy. 
 

Communication 
Dialogue aimed at citizens, policy makers and professionals so that they 
receive the right message on the pervasiveness and power of energy 
efficiency.  
 

Compulsory targets  
A mandatory energy savings target is needed to direct policy and define 
clear goals for policy makers and industry. This will guide Member 
States to focus attention on the speed of diffusion of technologies and 
services for energy efficiency.   
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Our main recommendations  are: 
 
Conviction  

·  Energy efficiency to be a key element of the new Energy Action Plan.  
·  The next revision of the EU Energy Efficiency Action Plan should be presented 

by the end of 2010 and should include additional actions addressing: the non-
financial barriers to energy efficiency; the gap to 20% energy saving; and 
mandatory actions for energy distributors and suppliers. 

 
Cash 

·  Available funds from the recovery package to be immediately reallocated to 
energy efficiency initiatives. 

·  Existing funds and ETS revenues to be prioritised for cost-effective energy 
efficiency financing and technology diffusion which recognise diverse funding 
needs. 

 
Compliance 

·  Prompt Commission action on implementation issues in Member States. 
·  Stricter enforcement timescale. 
·  Thorough scrutiny of implementation by Commission and legal action if 

necessary. 
 
Communication 

·  Commission communication plan covering 2010-2014 to give full visibility to 
policy intention and progress on energy efficiency. 

 
Compulsory target 

·  Inclusion of a binding energy saving target in the revised Energy Efficiency 
Action Plan. 

 
A full report outlining in detail the areas for further potential action will be available 
shortly. 
 
The industries of the Energy Efficiency Industrial Forum  are fully committed to the 
continued support of the European Union in its energy and climate goals. Missing the 
2020 energy savings target would fundamentally jeapordise Europe’s energy and 
climate targets for both 2020 and 2050. It would also significantly increase their cost. 
We want to convey to the Commission and, through it, to Member States and other 
stakeholders, the message that political leadership , binding objectives  and 
accelerated action  are a must to secure the vital 2020 objective. We invite the 
Commission to join with industry and civil society in a dedicated Task Force to 
discuss and decide on solutions to this modern challenge to reduce energy needs 
across Europe. 
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