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PRESS RELEASE

Glass industry welcomes the adoption of a new framework for the
CE marking of Construction Products

Brussels, 18 January 2011: Glass for Europe welcomes the European Parliament adoption in second reading of
a compromise text on the Construction Products Regulation. The package adopted earlier today opens the
way for the necessary modernisation of rules governing the CE marking of construction products, including all
glass and glazing components of buildings.

‘This is a good compromise, not least because it confirms the primacy of CE marking over other national
certifications’ said Bertrand Cazes, Secretary General of Glass for Europe. He added ‘Beyond CE marking, it is
the safety and performance of products which are at stake, ultimately meaning green, durable and safe
buildings for Europe. The new framework therefore needs to be robust so that products are properly CE
marked with little but substantiated exceptions for very small size productions.’

Additional flexibility for companies working with CE marking is also welcome so that procedures do not become
cumbersome for producers. For instance, the use of both electronic means and websites for the provision of
Declarations of Performance are at last recognized. ‘We could have gone further down the line of cutting red-
tape but it will now be the European Commission’s responsibility to clarify some of the points by way of
delegated acts’ according to B. Cazes.

Most glass for use in buildings manufactured by glass companies have carried the CE marking since 2007, which
represents roughly 100.000 combinations of glass products. Based on this experience, Glass for Europe
supported a proposal for a regulation, which would reinforce the credibility and uniform application of CE
marking while keeping the system manageable for professionals in charge of its day-to-day application.

Glass for Europe calls on the rapid adoption of the same compromise text by the Council of the EU.
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About Glass for Europe

Glass for Europe is the trade association for Europe’s manufacturers of building, automotive, and transport glass, all
derived from the basic material known as flat glass. Flat glass is the material that goes into end-products that we see (and
see through) every day. It is used to make windscreens and windows for automobile and transports, and windows and
facades for houses and buildings. It is also used for many other applications like solar energy equipment, interior fittings
and decoration, furniture, “street furniture” like bus stops for example, appliances and electronics, and others.

Glass for Europe has four members — AGC Glass Europe, NSG-Pilkington, Saint-Gobain Glass and Sisecam-Trakya Cam —
and works in association with the company Guardian. Altogether, these five companies represent more than 90% of
Europe’s flat glass production.

Glass for Europe firmly believes that state-of-the-art glass can play a vital role in achieving the EU’s energy saving targets
and promotes ambitious policy mechanisms to support the market uptake of energy-efficient glass technologies.




